
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen called for an
incentives-based and long-term graduation package for the
graduating and graduated countries from LDCs as they are at a
high risk of sliding back due to COVID-19 effects. On 17 June
2021, the Foreign Minister attended a high-level event on 'Building
Resilience for Sustainable and Irreversible Graduation of the
LDCs' as a keynote speaker. The virtual event was hosted by the
Permanent Mission of Bangladesh in collaboration with the
Permanent Mission of Canada and the United Nations Office of the
High Representative for the LDCs, Landlocked Developing
Countries, and Small Island Developing States. Identifying political
vision as the key to an LDC's development trajectory towards
graduation, he said that Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina led
Bangladesh's graduation journey from the front. Foreign Minister
mentioned that access to safe and affordable COVID-19 vaccines
was the top priority for the LDCs. 

Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA M Shahidul Islam presented
his Letters of Credence as the non-resident Ambassador to
President of the Republic of Colombia, Mr. Iván Duque Márquez,
in a ceremony held at the Presidential Palace in Bogota on 30
June 2021. Ambassador Islam conveyed the warm greetings of
the Hon'ble President and the Hon'ble Prime Minister of
Bangladesh in a meeting with the President after the presentation
ceremony. He noted that Bangladesh and Colombia enjoy
excellent bilateral relations. The Ambassador added that it was
time to explore the untapped potential of the two countries for
further strengthening of the ties in diverse areas. Ambassador
Islam thanked the Colombian Government for the country's
consistent support to the UN on the Rohingya issue. The
Colombian President accepted the Letter of Credence as the
symbol of friendship between the two countries and emphasized
their common goals and aspirations.

AMBASSADOR M SHAHIDUL ISLAM PRESENTS CREDENTIALS TO THE PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA

UN RIGHTS BODY UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTS RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN END TO ROHINGYA CRISIS

Governor of Connecticut Ned Lamont has stated that he will
help to address Bangladesh’s COVID-19 vaccination needs to
cover its large population. The Governor agreed to explore
avenues for commercial supply and co-production of vaccines
in Bangladesh with the help of Pfizer global headquarters for
the Central Research Division located in Connecticut. He made
this commitment during his meeting with Bangladesh
Ambassador to the United States M Shahidul Islam on 12 July
2021 at the Governor’s Residence. The Ambassador also had
discussions with Congressman John B. Larson (Democrat-CT),
Congresswoman Jahana Hayes (Democrat-CT). During
discussions with the Ambassador, Congressman Larson and
Congresswoman Hayes assured their engagements to further
advance Bangladesh-US cooperation on wide-ranging areas,
including trade, commerce, COVID-19 support, and Rohingya
repatriation to Myanmar

Global leaders must declare Covid-19 vaccines as a public
good, Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said at the
Qatar Economic Forum on 22 June 2021. The Prime Minister
highlighted that strong global cooperation is necessary to
fight the pandemic and overcome this difficult time. She
expressed her concern many districts in Bangladesh went
under lockdown and urged the global community to declare
the vaccines as a public good. She also announced rolling
out a stimulus package worth USD 15 billion to boost the
economy of Bangladesh, which is projected to grow 6.1
percent.

Bangladesh President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina congratulated US President Joe Biden and the
American people on the 245th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America. In a letter
addressed to President Biden, Bangladesh President hoped that the partnership, cooperation, and people-to-people contact
between Bangladesh and the US would further flourish through collective efforts of the two countries. In a letter to the US
President, Prime Minister Sheik Hasina termed the US as a close friend and trusted development partner of Bangladesh and
thanked the US Government for extending consistent and robust support to Bangladesh on the Rohingya issue. The Prime
Minister also hoped that the bonds of friendship between the two countries would grow in depth and dimension in the coming
days.

The Walt Disney Company has decided to reinstate Bangladesh
as a Permitted Sourcing Country with International Labor
Standard audits. The company had stopped sourcing from
Bangladesh following the fire and building collapse disasters in
2013. Bangladesh has welcomed the move by Walt Disney in
recognition of the all-out progress and transformation in the
industry, particularly in the area of workplace safety, social
standards, and environmental sustainability. Over the past
years, the industry has made unprecedented efforts and
investments to ensure safety covering fire, electrical and
structural integrity, a robust follow-up of factory remediation,
and a culture of safety while promoting the wellbeing of the
workers. In addition, the progress made in the areas of cleaner
and greener manufacturing testifies the industry's commitment
and actions toward building a sustainable supply chain. The
country is the home of the world's most LEED green factories,
having 144 LEED green factories certified by US Green Building
Council.

PRIME MINISTER SHEIKH HASINA URGES TO DECLARE VACCINE AS A PUBLIC GOOD
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BANGLADESH PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER CONGRATULATE PRESIDENT BIDEN ON THE US
INDEPENDENCE DAY

BANGLADESH FOREIGN MINISTER CALLS FOR AN INCENTIVE BASED GRADUATION PACKAGE FOR THE
SUSTAINABLE AND IRREVERSIBLE GRADUATION OF THE LDCs

At a meeting held with the Secretary-General at the UN
headquarters on 17 June 2021, Foreign Minister Dr. A K
Abdul Momen, MP, thanked Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres for declaring the COVID-19 vaccine a public good
and requested for UN’s initiatives to ensure that the vaccine
becomes accessible to all. The Secretary-General, in
response, informed the Foreign Minister about his efforts
during the recent G-7 summit, where he particularly
mentioned Bangladesh’s capacity to produce vaccines. He
praised Bangladesh for the country’s strong leadership role in
all UN activities, especially in peacekeeping, climate change,
and women empowerment. Foreign Minister Momen
congratulated Secretary-General on his re-appointment for
the second term and commended his leadership in his first
term as Secretary-General. The Foreign Minister also thanked
him for his continued attention to the Rohingya issue. He said
that SG’s intervention is now needed more than ever as the
political situation in Myanmar had deteriorated.

THE U.S. ANNOUNCES DISTRIBUTION OF 2.5 MILLION COVID-19 VACCINE DOSES

BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR SEEKS US VACCINE SUPPORT

WALT DISNEY TO REINSTATE BANGLADESH AS A PERMITTED SOURCE COUNTRY

SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IN REMITTANCES FROM THE USA

The resolution at the 47th session of the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva on 12 July 2021 was the first to be adopted
without a vote since the massive influx of Rohingyas to
Bangladesh following the military cleansing operations in
October 2016 and August 2017. Bangladesh led the way as all
member states of the OIC presented the draft before the
Council. The resolution praised Bangladesh for providing shelter
to the Rohingyas and called on the international community to
continue providing humanitarian assistance until they return to
Myanmar. The resolution also emphasized the need to bring
those responsible for crimes against humanity and war crimes
against the Rohingya, including sexual offenses, to justice under
appropriate national, regional, and international judicial
mechanisms.

Foreign Minister of Bangladesh Dr. A. K. Abdul Momen, MP,
thanked the US Government for providing 2.5 million doses of
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to Bangladesh through COVAX. In a
letter addressed to the US Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
Foreign Minister Momen appreciated the Biden Administration for
its global response efforts to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic and
extending generous support to COVAX to make vaccines
available to low and middle-income countries. Foreign Minister
also underscored the need for collective emergency humanitarian
efforts to combat the COVID-19 pandemic and ensure vaccines
for all as soon as possible. The US is also donating another 3
million doses of the Moderna vaccine to Bangladesh soon
through COVAX.

FOREIGN MINISTER CALLS UPON THE UN TO ENSURE AFFORDABLE ACCESS TO COVID-19
VACCINE FOR ALL

Embassy of Bangladesh Washington DC has undertaken
actions to promote remittances to Bangladesh and
investments in the government’s wage earner development
and foreign currency bonds. As part of this, Economic
Minister Md Mahadee Hassan met leading NRBs and
community leaders in Buffalo on 27 June 2021. In a meeting
with the NRBs, Economic Minister highlighted the benefits of
remittances and investing in Wage Earner Development
Bond, US Dollar Investment Bond, and US Dollar Premium
Bond. Remittances from the US have shown remarkable
progress in the FY 2020-2021, reaching $3.46B compared to
$2.40B in FY 2019-2020. Economic Minister also visited the
Sonali Exchange Ltd. (SEL) in New York on 25 June 2021
and discussed with its CEO about extending SEL services in
the NRB populated major US cities.

'REMITTANCE, INVESTMENT AND BUSINESS PROMOTION IN BANGLADESH' CAMPAIGN HELD
IN ATLANTA An embassy team attended a Campaign program titled

'Remittance, Investment & Business Promotion in Bangladesh'
in Atlanta, Georgia. Bangladeshi expatriates, community
leaders, representatives of the Bangladesh Association of
Georgia (BAG), businesspeople, and entrepreneurs were
present at this event. The speakers highlighted Bangladesh's
recent achievements under the leadership of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Participants were able to learn about the
benefits of investing in three major savings/investment
instruments offered by the Government of Bangladesh: Wage
Earner Development Bond, US Dollar Investment Bond, and
US Dollar Premium Bond. They were also informed about the
existing 2% cash incentives on conventional remittances and
the procedures of the opening of foreign currency accounts in
Bangladesh.

BANGLADESH EMBASSY EXTENDS CONSULAR SERVICES IN TEXAS
The Embassy of Bangladesh organized mobile consular
camps from 18-23 June in Houston and Austin of Texas.
Bangladesh expatriates living in Houston, Austin, and
surrounding cities received various consular services such as
reissue of Machine-Readable Passports, NVR, and
Attestation. About 800 people received different types of
services in these consular camps. Bangladesh Ambassador
to the USA M Shahidul Islam visited the consular camps and
interacted with the service seekers. The Bangladesh diaspora
in Texas expressed their gratitude to the Ambassador for
arranging mobile consular camps. The Embassy, as part of its
public diplomacy and welfare programs, will continue hosting
mobile consular camps in different cities to facilitate consular
services to the Bangladesh community.

BANGLADESH IS AN IMPORTANT ALLY TO THE  US – CONGRESSMAN SHEILA JACKSON LEE
US Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) has mentioned
Bangladesh as an important ally of the United States. In a
meeting with Bangladesh Ambassador to the United States M
Shahidul Islam in Texas on June 18, 2021, she expressed her
interest to advance Bangladesh-US cooperation further on
wide-ranging areas, including trade, commerce, COVID-19
support, and Rohingya repatriation to Myanmar.
Congresswoman Lee praised Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for
giving shelter to over one million persecuted Rohingyas in
Bangladesh and assured her continued efforts in the US
Congress to resolve this humanitarian crisis. The
Congresswoman also promised her help in regards to the
supply of COVID-19 vaccines to Bangladesh. She expressed
her willingness to help revitalize the Congressional Bangladesh
Caucus to promote Bangladesh’s interest in the US Congress
as well as the administration. On June 21, Bangladesh
Ambassador held a meeting with the Mayor of Houston,
Sylvester Turner, at the latter’s office. The Ambassador had a
fruitful discussion with the Mayor on advancing cooperation in
energy, trade, port management, and medical sectors. They
also discussed establishing sister-city network between
Houston and Chattogram and agreed that such an initiative
would effectively complement our growing economic ties.  
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